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Healing Placeto lease moreland on Dix campus

By Kelly Poe - kpoe@newsobserver.com
PUBLISHED IN: LOCAL/STATE

RALEIGH -- On the same day that state officias Related Stories
agreed to |ease the Dorothea Dix campus to
Raleigh for apublic park, it also voted to expand State, city leaders approve Dix park

the amount of land at Dix that it leases to a shelter
that works with homel ess men with substance

abuse problems. Related | mages
The Healing Place of Wake County has |eased Dorothes Dix Camos
more than 4 acres Of DI X property Off Lake The Dorothea Dix Hospitaﬂ campus covers 335 acres.
Wheeler Road since 1999 and built amen’s ) Contal
shelter there. -\, "
rees Cabarrus St.

On Tuesday, the Council of State agreed to lease £ | I S'?f-?-?s'é_ Dorothes
an additiona 6.1 acres behind the shelter to Campus | 2NN 1 O ool
accommodate future expansion. & P e

g . Big O a e
“We're completely filled at the men’ s center,” o RGN,
said Healing Place President and CEO Dennis AR\ A
Parnell. “1f we operate at 80 percent capacity - o 3
that'sideal, because there’s some flexibility in the T Lo
beds. But right now, we don’t have any of that. o Place
WE're up to 100 percent every night.” ~ X

The Healing Place operates an emergency shelter,
adetoxification center and shelter for people The News & Observer
enrolled in recovery and transition programs, and
has 180 beds. It doesn’t turn away homeless

people who arrive intoxicated. The Dorothea Dix Hospital campus

covers 335 acres.

M or e services for homeless

Having more than 10 acres at Dix would allow the Healing Place to build as many as four additional
buildings, Parnell said.

“We ve always kind of had our eyes on that property behind us, and now’s a good time to get it
done,” he said. “Who knows what’ s going to happen to the Dix property, but we need to make sure
the Healing Place is going to be here to serve the community deep into the future.”

Most of the new buildings would expand current services, especially giving the shelter the capacity to
operate as an emergency shelter, but would also add outpatient treatment, Parnell said.
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